MINUTES OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 2 MAR 26

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL
Held on Monday 2 March 2026 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church

Present: Parish Clirs Malcolm Gerald (in the Chair after Item 1), Denis DeSouza,
Richard Barrow and Kate Nurden: M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); Wilts Clir Elizabeth
Threlfall; and 6 members of the public.

1. Election of Meeting Chairman. Malcolm Gerald was elected to chair the meeting.

2. Apologies. Clirs Jacqui Erskine-Crum and Dai Davies.

3. Public Questions. None.
4. Declarations Of Interest. None.
5. Urgent Matters at Chair’s Discretion. None.

6. Minutes of Last Meeting. The Minutes of the last meeting held on 12 Jan 26 had
been circulated in advance. They were approved and signed. No actions outstanding.

7. Finance. The balances were: main a/c £141, deposit a/c £65,600. Three
payments were authorised:

e 2025/14, Clerk, £1102.14, Clerk’s salary.

e 2025/15, HMRC, £734.76, Clerk’s PAYE.

e 2025/16, Clerk, £28.54, expenses.

8. Planning Application — PL/2025/00217, Coolon, Cloatley Road. No objection.
Afternote: the next day notice arrived from Wilts Council re-consulting on amended
plans; Clirs being consulted by email whether any need to re-consider.

9. Water Main Replacement. The Clerk reported on the Wessex Water water main
replacement plan. He had spoken to:

e Wessex Water — they would dig about 100 metres at a time, starting in the south
and working northwards; the Cloatley Rd junction would never be blocked;
Emergency services and Wilts Council were always kept informed of road
closures. they would provide name and contact details for the site manager; and
they would provide a weekly report to the village.

e Wilts Council Passenger Transport — it was too early for them to know what they
would do about the 22-week road closure but they would make a plan.
Suspension of the service for the duration was a possibility.

¢ Wilts Council rubbish collection — the contractor Hills were always informed about
road works/closures and it was their responsibility to work out how to maintain the
service through any closures.

Malcolm Gerald expressed an interest in seeking more information on how the work is
carried out — he would speak direct to Wessex Water.

10.  Solar Farm Community Benefit. With the Solar Farm £60,000 Community Benefit
payment now imminent, the PC confirmed the decision to invest the money in the CCLA
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Public Sector Deposit Fund. The PC decided that 2 signatures would be needed to
operate the account, and that the following would be the authorised signatories:

e Clerk — Michael Bromley Gardner, also main contact for the account.

e Kate Nurden.

e Jacqui Erskine-Crum.

e Dai Davies.

In initial discussions on how to work out what to spend the money on, Clirs thought that
consulting residents by such as WhatsApp and the village website would work, and that a
list of the ideas could be maintained on the website, open to all to read but not to write to
(Simon Kearsley’s agreement would be needed). It should be a main subject for
discussion at the AVM; and Malcolm Gerald undertook to brief the Chair on the
discussions at this meeting. Action: Malcolm Gerald

11.  Flooding — Updates.

e 2 areas of current focus remain 1) Chapel Lane and 2) properties affected more
directly by WWLT land — principally Cloatley Grange and Coopers Garage.

e Chapel Lane - still waiting for promised visit by Wilts Council drainage officers to
explain their recommendations for mitigation work. Chair has continually chased.
We may have to accept, or at least to understand, that more serious flooding
threats in south of the county currently are a higher priority for them.

e WWLT have received a Hydrology Report (which we have seen — David Pynn and
Chair). There is some disagreement about the role of the ditches across the
farmland both between Hankerton and WWLT and on WWLT land. Hydrology
Report seems to recommend that ditches should not be cleaned so that water can
flow over the floodplain, while Hankerton wants the (or some) ditches cleaned to
more directly protect Cloatley Grange/Coopers Garage which both flooded in 2024.
Chair is continuing to promote the Hankerton case to WWLT.

However just received — an email from Wilts Council Drainage seeking an appointment
(Afternote: Tue 10 Mar, 10am) to re-visit Chapel Lane for more data.

12. Gem Festival - Update. The Gem Festival licence application was approved by
Wilts Council but the timings were changed — on Fri and Sat nights, music and alcohol
end-times, requested for 2am, were set at 1am. Gem Festival would be speaking at the
Charlton APM on Sat 25 Apr (doors open 10am for a 1030 start); Clirs decided no need to
ask Gem to attend Hankerton’s AVM but noted that anyone could attend Charlton’s APM.

13.  Tree Planting in Amenity Area. Not much progress. It was now clear we would be
heading for planting in the autumn of this year. A plan needed an idea of the number
(and type) of trees to be planted, at what cost. Decision needed on whether to pay
someone to tidy/prepare the area — idea of cost needed. Plan needed in time for AVM.
Action: Kate Nurden

14. Best Kept Village. The PC agreed to enter the Best Kept Village competition
again this year. We would be in the Winners’ competition (Lawrence Kitching) for
the 2nd year of 2, with judging in July. Action: Clerk

15.  Litterpick. Confirmed date Sat 28 Mar, RV at the church gate, coffee and
cake in the church afterwards. A notice to be published very soon.
Action: Malcolm Gerald
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16.  Annual Village Meeting (AVM). Mon 11 May, doors open 7pm for 7.30pm
start. The Chair had offered to cover the refreshments. Special subjects to be
covered in stand-alone items: Solar Farm Community Benefit expenditure ideas
and Tree Planting in the Amenity Area. Action: Clerk

17.  Footpaths/Rights of Way. Some horse-riding had once again taken place on
the Hillwell-Follyfield footpath, though it was unclear how much or how often this
had occurred. The Clerk had already provided signs to Kate Nurden who was
waiting to laminate them before pinning them up. Local livery stables (Common
Lane Farm, Rookery Farm) to be asked to re-inform their horse owners not to ride
on this path. Also dog mess problem on same footpath — it was thought the best
solution was a WhatsApp message, but also some more signs needed.

Action: Kate Nurden, Clerk

18.  Planning. Report on Planning Applications.
e 27 Follyfield, single-storey rear extension — Approved.
e Solar Farm, amendments to conditions — no objection.

19. Clirs Observations and Items for Next Meeting. None.

20 Next Meetings. 11 May AVM, 18 May APCM, 6 Jul, 7 Sep, 2 Nov.

The meeting closed at 8.43pm.
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