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 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Held on Monday 12 January 2026 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 
 

Present:  Parish Cllrs Dai Davies (in the Chair), Jonathan Allmark, Denis DeSouza and 
Kate Nurden: M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); Wilts Cllr Elizabeth Threlfall; and 8 
members of the public.   

 
1. Apologies.  Cllr Jacqui Erskine-Crum (injured).  Absent:  Cllrs Malcolm Gerald 
and Richard Barrow. 
 
2. Public Questions.  Request that when work on the solar farm starts there should 
be ‘No Construction Traffic’ signs on Cloatley Road. 
 
3. Declarations Of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chair’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting held on 10 Dec 25 had 
been circulated in advance.   They were approved and signed.   

• The Clerk reported that the action on ‘Oaks at 80’ from the November minutes 
had not been carried out, and it was now after the deadline date. 

 
6. Finance. The balances were:  main a/c £119, deposit a/c £5900.  One payment 
authorised: 

• 2025/13, £234.42, Clerk’s IT (following Item 13). 
 
7. Planning Application – PL/2025/09725, 27 Follyfield.  The Clerk reported no 
comments on the application webpage.  The PC swiftly decided no objection.   
            
8. Planning Application – PL/2025/09912, Minety Solar Farm.  The Clerk reported on 
a single comment on the application webpage, from a Stonehill resident.  With little 
debate the PC decided no objection. 
 
9. Bus Shelter Roof Repair.  The Clerk reported on his concerns with the War 
Memorials Trust (WMT) grant process.  It was then proposed that the repair should be 
carried out by self-help, employing Dai Davies’ Ukrainian family.  The PC agreed.  The 
budget was set at £1400, based on the lowest of the quotes received, at 50% because 
the WMT grant would have been set at a maximum of 50% of the chosen quote.  
Timescale – once the weather was warm enough.     Action:  Dai Davies 
 
10. Flooding - Updates.  In the Chair’s enforced and last-minute absence not a lot 
could be said about the WWT actions; but it was known that their hydrology report was 
due at the end of December so a readout may perhaps now be hoped for soon.  On 
Chapel Lane, Elizabeth Threlfall reported that she understood that Wilts Council hoped to 
carry out the briefing to the Chapel :Lane residents in early February after strengthening 
of the Wilts Council drainage team.  It was established that there had been no recent 
serious flooding. 
 
11. Gem Festival - Update.  The Gem Festival licence application hearing was due 
tomorrow and the Chair had been intending to attend – following her accident did any 
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other Cllr want to attend?  No-one was able or wanted to.  The Clerk was attending and 
said he would report on the outcome.   
 
12. Precept Part 1 – Baseline.  The Tax Base had increased so an unchanged precept 
would result in a 1% reduction in the Band D charge; or an unchanged Band D charge 
would result in a 1% increase in the precept.  The forecast end-of-year balance was in the 
order of £3800-£3900.  The reserve was thus toward the upper end of the £3000-£4000 
bracket which the PC had aimed for in recent years. 
 
12. Clerk’s Printer Replacement.  Further to the recent PC agreement to pay 1/3rd 
towards the cost of the Clerk’s replacement desktop computer, his printer had died a 
month ago.  He had replaced it with a laser-printer (not a cheap ink-jet) and now asked if 
the PC would agree to again pay for 1/3rd of the cost (with VAT reclaimable).  The PC 
agreed. 
 
14. Tree Planting in Amenity Area.  Again in the absence of the Chair who had 
been intending to lead on this item, Kate Nurden briefed on her discussions with 
the Chair.  Their proposal was to ignore the possibility, mentioned at the last 
meeting, of a free grant to plant some trees (which had turned out to be long-
winded and of doubtful value) and instead simply to buy and plant some 3-4 fruit 
trees by self-help – or again could be the Ukrainian family.  The PC agreed.  Kate 
was asked to write an item for the Grapevine seeking support, including financial, 
from residents. The aim was to plant the trees before the end of March, or else to 
wait for the autumn.                Action:  Kate Nurden 
 
15. Salt Spreader.  The Chair had intended to bring some information about 
reasonably-priced salt spreaders, and perhaps even an example, but in her 
absence there was no-one to make the case.  A member of the public, “the main 
salt-spreader at the Cloatley Road junction”, said one was not needed, and 
questioned where it would be stored.  The PC decided not to pursue this. 
 
16. Any Other Spending Plans.  Other than items already agreed at the last 
meeting or today, there were no further ideas from Cllrs.  The fruit trees for the 
Amenity Area were not included in the budget as the hope was to get them 
sponsored by residents. 
 
17. Precept Part 2 – Decision.  The planned budget showed expenditure of 
£5434, not including the bus shelter repair which increased it to up to £6834.  
Noting that last year had seen a c20% increase in the Band D charge, the PC 
decided to leave the Band D charge unchanged (at £37.52) resulting in a precept 
of £5859.50 (a 1% increase) and to take the bus shelter roof repair cost at risk 
against the reserve (which might therefore reduce to about £3000 at this time next 
year).           Action:  Clerk 
 
18. WALC Environment Network.  A WALC email had been circulated a few 
days ago.  “The primary aim of the Network is to create a platform for climate and 
ecological support, information, and advice for WALC members.”  Included in the 
background is the “statutory duty under the Environment Act 2021” on all local 
councils (parish councils being one of these) “to consider, plan, and act to 
conserve and enhance biodiversity.”  The PC noted that planting fruit trees in the 



MINUTES OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 12 JAN 26 

Chair 

3 

Amenity Area would be an act to enhance biodiversity there and decided that it 
wouldn’t attend the inaugural meeting of the new Network. 
 
19. Litterpick.  In his absence, and noting how well he had done this in the past 
2 years, the PC nominated Macolm Gerald to run a Litterpick on a date of his 
choice in March.           Action:  Malcolm Gerald 
 
20. Planning.  Nothing to report. 
 
21. Cllrs Observations and Items for Next Meeting.   

• There had been recent ‘village Whatsapp’ conversations about a fallen tree 
on the lane outside Follyfield.   
 

22 Next Meetings.  2 Mar, 11 May AVM, 18 May APCM, 6 Jul, 7 Sep, 2 Nov. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.43pm. 


